
SUBMITTING
ARTHROPOD
SPECIMENS FOR
INDETIFICATION

INTRODUCTION
The accuracy of any identification depends
upon the information supplied, the
specimen/material selected and the
condition of the specimen.  Please read
and follow the following suggestions when
submitting arthropods for identification.

Please provide the following information
on a DD 1222 Form or letter:

1. Where the specimen was collected
(include information concerning the
commodity infested, area of facility, if
trapped, etc.).

2. When the specimen was collected
(season, day/night, etc.).

3. Unusual conditions/circumstances
(first time collection, repeated problem,
extreme environmental conditions, etc.).

4. Contact information

Once the specimen has been identified,
results including management information
will be returned to you via email, phone or
letter as requested.  Usual turn-around time is
1 day upon receipt.

DSCP-WCSO
620 Central Ave, Building #3
Alameda, California 94501

Phone (510) 337-8122, DSN 686-8122
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BEST VALUE SOLUTIONS FOR
AMERICA’S WARFIGHTERS



SPECIMEN
PRESERVATION AND
PACKAGING

Collect and submit as many individuals as
possible including larvae, pupae and adults.
Additionally, send a sample of infested
material.  This often assists in providing
site-specific management
recommendations.

Soft-bodied arthropods (aphids, thrips,
mites, spiders, larval forms, etc.):
Preserve soft-bodied arthropods in an
alcohol-filled (preferably 70%), non-
breakable vial.  Isopropyl (rubbing alcohol)
is most commonly used, but ethanol is also
acceptable.  Do not use formaldehyde or
water.

Be sure your vial or other container has a
leak-proof lid to prevent alcohol
evaporation or spillage.  Carefully pack the
container in a crush-proof mailing tube or
strong cardboard box padded with paper
or other suitable material.

Hard-bodied arthropods (adult beetles,
flies, butterflies, moths, etc.): Submit
hard-bodied arthropods without
preservative or moisture.  Alcohol or any
liquid medium will often distort or damage
these specimens (particularly butterflies
and moths), making identification more
difficult or impossible.  Carefully pack the
specimens between layers of tissue (do not

use cotton or other fibrous materials) in a
crush-proof container (i.e., petri-dish).

HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS
-Fruits and vegetables (agricultural pests)
should be wrapped individually in dry
newspaper and shipped in a suitable box.

-Infestible dry materials (flour, oatmeal,
etc.) should be placed in a “zip-lock”
plastic bag or other similar package.

-Use strong corrugated boxes or mailing
tubes that will not crush should be used
for  mailing.

-Do not use cotton or other similar fibrous
material to pad arthropods directly.  Body
parts will tend to become entangled and
subsequently damaged upon removal from
the package.

-Fill empty spaces in mailing cartons with
crushed or shredded paper to protect the
specimen(s).

-Do not tape the specimen(s) to paper or
note cards.  It ruins the specimen,
impairing accurate identification.

-Do not ship live arthropod specimens.  It
may be illegal.

-Do not send only one arthropod if more
are available.  Four to 10 are preferred.

-Do not place loose specimens in an
envelope.  They will be damaged in transit
making identification either difficult or
impossible.

-Do not place ethyl acetate in plastic
container as a preservative.  A chemical
reaction will result.

-Do not use formaldehyde or water as
preservatives.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Mail all specimens to:

Defense Supply Center Philadelphia
West Coast Support Office
Attention: Entomology
620 Central Avenue
Building #3
Alameda, California 94501

For additional information or questions,
contact:
Commercial: 510-337-8122
FAX 510-337-8162
DSN 686-8122
Email: paa5245@exmail.dscp.dla.mil


